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In the name of Allah, the Most Merciful,

the Most Compassionate.
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BEFORE LESSON ONE

How this book works

The whole of the reading course, written down and given

away. There is a printed ga‘idah in almost every masjid in
the country and most of them are good. This one exists so
that all of it can be on the internet for free, set as live type
rather than a scan, and written for the person we actually
teach.

Who that is varies. A child at the very start. Someone who
began once and stopped. Someone who has prayed for
years and still cannot read the page they are praying from.
The book does not assume which of those you are, and it
does not talk down to any of them — it explains each thing
once, plainly, and then gets out of the way.

What it does not do

It does not teach the Qur'an's meaning; not one translation
appearsinit. It does not name a single rule of tajwid — it will
make you hold a long vowel and bounce a sakin gaf,
because those are how the letters actually sound, but the
naming belongs to the second book. And it does not
promise you a timeline. Anyone who gives you a number
before hearing you read is guessing.

Every 168501’1 has four parts

TEACHES
One thing. A lesson that looks like it teaches two is two lessons
with one of them hidden.

ON THE PAGE
The drill material — set large, meant to be read off the sheet, not
studied as a diagram.

OUT LOUD
What you read to your teacher. This is the part that is not
optional.

THE GATE
What your teacher has to hear before you move on. Not a score —
a thing you can either do or not do yet.

There is no failing a gate. There is only "not this week." The
gates matter more than the lessons: chained end to end
they are exactly the standard on the Qa‘idah certificate,
which means from lesson one you can see the whole road
and where it stops.

Every real word in this book comes from Juz ‘Amma, cited to the ayah it
is taken from and set in Amiri as live type. Nothing here is a picture of
somebody else's book.

Every lesson is one teaching page, then its drill. Read the teaching page once. The drill that follows runs one, two or three

sheets depending on how much there is to practise, and it is where the reading is actually learned: a lesson is finished when the
drill is easy, not when the teaching page is understood. Two things about the drill sheets are deliberate and both of them will feel

wrong at first. There is no transliteration on a drill page, because a reader who needs the Latin underneath has not yet learned
to read — it is on the teaching page only, and you should cover it there as soon as you can. And many of the drill items are not

words. They spell nothing in any language. That is the point: a combination that means nothing cannot be recognised from

memory, so the only way through it is to read it. You already know a great deal of Juz ‘Amma by heart, and that knowledge will

happily pretend to be reading if this book lets it.
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PART ONE

The letters and
their sounds

Lessons one to five. This is the part everyone
underestimates. Most of the first weeks of the class are
spent here — on the mouth, not on memorising a
chart.

THE INHERITING QA‘IDAH
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PART ONE - THE GATES

What you will be able to do

Five lessons, five things your teacher has to hear. Together they mean you
can produce every sound in the Qur'an — which is not yet the same as

reading it.

1 Name any letter pointed at, out of order, and give its sound. L]
2 Say roughly where in the five zones a given letter is made. L]
3 Hear the difference in all eight pairs, and make it. L]
4 Read a shuffled fathah row, the heavy letters darkening the vowel. [l
5 Read a mixed-vowel grid with the right vowel every time, without hesitating. L]

Nothing here is a score and nothing is timed. Each line is either true yet or not true yet, and your teacher is the one who decides — not you, and not the
page.
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LESSON ONE

The twenty-eight, by family

| Teaches. The letters, their names, and their sounds.

Alphabetical order is how the letters are listed. It is not how they are learned. Learned alphabetically, - and < and & arrive

one after another and blur into each other, and you spend a month counting dots. So learn them in families: each shares one

skeleton and differs only in its dots.

THE BOWL
g_') ba’ b, asin book
o ota t — tongue on the back of the upper front teeth
C) tha’ th, asin think

THE BELLY

j,asin jam

C jim
™
'C kha’

THE TWO SHORT PAIRS

No English equivalent. A hard, breathy whisper from mid-
throat

The ch of Scottish loch

> dal d, tongue on the teeth
:) dhal th, asin this
) ra’ Atappedr, as in Spanish pero
:) zay z,asin zoo
THE COMBS
s,asin sun

Lf“ sin
J shin

THE HEAVY PAIRS — lesson 3is entirely about these
ué sad
u'a dad
L
L=

sh, asin shine

A heavy s — the tongue humps and the sound darkens
A heavy d, made with the side of the tongue
Aheavy t

The heavy twin of 3

THE THROAT PAIR

i ‘ayn

C ghayn  Agargle —closetoaFrenchr

No English equivalent. A voiced squeeze in mid-throat

ONE MORE SHARED SKELETON
S f
é qaf Ak made far back, against the soft palate

THE SINGLES — nothing to confuse them with

\ alif A carrier. It lengthens the vowel before it; no sound of its
own

ﬂ kaf k

d lam l

r mim m

g:) nin n

6 ha h, asin hat

9 waw w

S va y

-

NOT ONE OF THE TWENTY-EIGHT, BUT READ CONSTANTLY

¢ hamzah The catch in the middle of uh-oh. A real letter, not a mark

Out loud. Your teacher points at a letter; you say its name, then its sound. Out of order — because in order you are reciting a list,

not reading.

THE GATE

You name any letter pointed at, out of order, and give its sound — without running the alphabet in your head to get there.

THE INHERITING QA‘IDAH
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DRILL

The letters, out of order

STRAIGHT THROUGH right to left, then again faster

b

=~

4)

¢

SHUFFLED — THREE TIMES the same twenty-eight, ne:

S (i (<}
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C C
Lo e
J

S

ver in the same place

G

C

&

g
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DRILL - CONTINUED

The letters, out of order

DOTS ONLY these differ by nothing else — say the name, not the family

&

C C
2 B 84 s 3 J 3 >

s 0o 8y b b
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LESSON TWO

Where each one is made

Teaches. That every letter has an address in your mouth, and roughly where.

Nobody ever tells you where an English d is made, because English is picked up by ear and it does not matter. Here it does —

two letters can be a hand's width apart in the mouth and identical to an untrained ear. The classical scholars mapped

seventeen exact points inside five zones. You do not need the seventeen to begin; you need to know that a letter has a place,
and that yours is either on it or near it.

The throat

o

G|

SIX LETTERS - THREE
DEPTHS

The tongue

ol

-

EIGHTEEN LETTERS -
TEN POINTS

The two lips

P

ol

FOUR LETTERS

Tl’lC empty space
O

THREE LONG VOWELS

The nose

(;:iﬁi-"

NO LETTERS - ONE
SOUND

THE GATE

i dddd

Three depths — deepest o ¢, middle d & nearest the mouth C &This is the zone English does not have, and the one

that gives away whether somebody was taught or is guessing.

éﬂcjgubddjksaw)wﬁid)

Ten of the seventeen points and eighteen of the letters — the back against the soft palate, the middle against the roof, the
side against the molars, the tip against the teeth and gums.

SEC

The easiest zone to reach and the easiest to be lazy in. 9 needs the lips genuinely rounded and not touching; (, needs them

fully closed.

Iy s

-

Not a contact point at all — the open cavity where the three long vowels live. 9 and (¢ appear here as well as above: each

is a consonant in one place and a lengthening in another.

No letters of its own. It is where the held nasal sound is made — pinch your nose and say it; if nothing changes, it is not
there.

Given a letter, you can point to roughly where in the five zones it is made. Roughly is enough here — exact comes from
being corrected, not from a chart.

THE INHERITING QA‘IDAH
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DRILL

Where each one is made

THE THROAT deepest, middle, nearest — in that order

L 4
.

& | | @ | ° *

THE TONGUE back, middle, side, tip
. . & ij -
o J 2 S S z O

L o J o2 < > L )

THE TWO LIPS

( ) 9 -

THE EMPTY SPACE no contactatall

& P |

-

MIXED foreach one: which zone?

0 3 o g o? ‘ L <
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DRILL - CONTINUED

Where each one is made
e J < E)

6 g L B

é«' 3

NEIGHBOURS thesesit close together in the mouth — say both, twice
L
i .

d
SIS S
b
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LESSON THREE

The sounds English does not have

Teaches. The eight contrasts that decide whether you sound like you were taught.
An English-speaking mouth arrives with most of the twenty-eight already installed. The rest get quietly swapped for the
nearest English sound — and because the swap is consistent, it sounds fine to you. This lesson is the one a page genuinely
cannot do for you.

THE EASIER ONE FIRST, THEN THE ONE THAT COSTS YOU — except THE SAME EIGHT, INSIDE REAL WORDS

'Cand &where English gave you neither o2 z -
‘ ¢ e
. o isasigh. Cis a squeeze — the throat narrows and the 59 e

o % s oo

Csoun rasps
drasp )“ u,.,\c

¢ is a clean stop. Cis voiced and held — the same place

i 78:6 80:1
squeezed rather than shut o =
i) .. Same shape of sound, made further back. (8 is against the - LP
soft palate 1112 80:17
s 8 Zob
'C C Same place. 'Cis voiceless, tis voiced é,\,. e
/ 5
. Lis heavy. The tongue flattens, the back rises, the vowel ge S
o b 2 g &
S - oW
after it darkens sﬁ\'; :\.AE.»
- z
S0 is heavy — the same s, sounded inside a bigger room 80:11 80:19
Zo ~ & -
. (@ uses the side of the tongue against the molars. The :
5 (U2 uses the side of the t the molars. Th
hardest letter in Arabic i T
3 L Listhe heavy twin of 3, not of ”;T .
b ¢.~f
79:22 88:6

oSV o z
')_,\]\ JE..L

78:40 78:40

Say them as a pair, never alone — your teacher reads
these, you listen. The contrast is the lesson, not the reading.

Out loud — two directions, and you need both. Hearing: your teacher says one of a pair, you say which it was. Most people can

produce a Clong before they can reliably hearone, and a sound you cannot hear is a sound you cannot fix when you drift.

Producing: you say both back to back until they are plainly two sounds and not one sound said twice.

THE GATE
For all eight pairs: you hear the difference when your teacher makes it, and you make the difference when you say it. Not

perfectly — distinctly.

This is the lesson people quit on. (2 in particular takes weeks and there is no trick: it is a movement your mouth has never made.

Nobody's (s is good in month one, and a teacher who tells you yours is fine when it is not has not done you a favour.

THE INHERITING QA‘IDAH 13 LESSON 3



DRILL

The eight pairs

AS PAIRS light, then heavy — never one alone
* *» !
.b . . ‘L
: > e o) e S -
REVERSED heavy first now, so the order stops carrying you
)4 L4
C' t 4 %) s t 0 C
b

e

=)

> ub S ué < .b
SHUFFLED SINGLES yourteacher says one; you say which

¢ 3 L s\ L o T 0
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DRILL - CONTINUED

The eight pairs

THE SAME SIXTEEN, WITH A FATHAH

7

G

AS PAIRS AGAIN, OUT LOUD say both; listen for the vowel darkening after the heavy one

(e

THE INHERITING QA‘IDAH

(e

U

a consonant cannot be said alone, so one is lent to you here — the mark itself is lesson four

s
o

%\ m.\

(\(\ \

G

G

*\

[N

C
b

g

u&

\

v

IL\

e\

v\

o

v\

(:z\
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LESSON FOUR

Fathah — the letter opens
Teaches. The first of the three short vowels.

Until now the letters have had names but no voice. A letter alone is not a sound you can say — you cannot pronounce a bare

< any more than you can pronounce a bare English b. The small mark above it is what turns it into speech. A fathah is a short

stroke above the letter, and it makes an a, as in cat.

Twenty-seven here, not twenty-eight. lis missing on purpose and will be missing from every vowel drill in this book. It is a carrier with no sound of

its own — there is nothing in it to open, close or round. Lesson nine is where it finally does its job.

ba ta tha ja ha kha da
3 B} 5 o o 54 4
dha ra za sa sha sa da
L L I3 g ) é o)
ta za a gha fa qa ka
Ji ¢ :) o g) S
la ma na ha wa ya

Watch the heavy letters. After 3 L L > (o —and after C 'C— the fathah is not the a of cat. It darkens, closer to the a of
father. You do not have to do anything to make that happen; it happens by itself if the letter is genuinely heavy. If your L sounds

like taand not ta, the problem is the L, not the vowel.

Out loud. Straight down the rows, then the rows shuffled. Slowly. The goal is not speed — it is that no letter needs a pause before
it while you remember which one it is.

THE GATE

You read a shuffled fathah row aloud, correctly, without prompting — and the heavy letters audibly darken their vowel.

THE INHERITING QA‘IDAH 16 LESSON 4



DRILL

Fathah, everywhere

ALL TWENTY-SEVEN

7

3

5

\

SHUFFLED, TWICE

C

C

THE INHERITING QA‘IDAH

it

(G G

C

e

.
e
.

ué

J

Lt N

(\(\\

C

u.é

lL\

G

-

\

C -

m \

G

2\

(z\

\

\

C
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DRILL - CONTINUED

Fathah, everywhere

TWO AT A TIME these spell nothing — that is the point

s
LY}

s

THE INHERITING QA‘IDAH

e
.

oy

e

o

.

\.\
\

rd

S

e

AR

z%'t

r

2

+\

U
&

e

2 )

\
3\

7 7 e
e e

8 2

r r

; 29

rard rdd

\
\
\
22N

5
£
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DRILL - CONTINUED

Fathah, everywhere

1
R
(:
.
s

e e 7 7

(S
(-
‘&
B!
(.
(x

THREE AT A TIME still not words — read straight through, no pausing

Vv ard 77 7 s s 77 s 7
v 0 sS P ds <
f £
P L s 77 P Py d P ard
”» . .

. dals J o £

w&\g ﬁ I

P s /7 Pl P d s 7 7

5 e g g™ 9
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LESSON FIVE

Kasrah and dammah

Teaches. The other two short vowels, and then all three mixed.

Three marks, and the letters start to sound like the words you have been standing in prayer with. Fathah is a stroke above —
a. Kasrah is the same stroke below — i, as in sit. Dammah is a small s above — u, as in put. The position tells you the sound.

There is nothing else to it and there are no exceptions.

KASRAH DAMMAH
- < e g ¢ ¢ : < & < 3 c ¢ ;
bi ti thi ji hi khi di bu tu thu ju hu khu du
2 ) 5 o & o o & ) 5 o o o o
dhi ri zi si shi si di dhu ru zu su shu su du
B O R R I I B
ti zi i ghi fi qi ki tu zu ‘u ghu fu qu ku
J ¢ o o 5] I ;‘ ¢ :‘ ° ; <
li mi ni hi wi yi lu mu nu hu wu yu

ALL THREE, ONE LETTER AT A TIME AND MIXED, AT RANDOM — thisis the drill that matters

2 & ; & 5 c
o 5 o 5 c
‘-') 22 {80 o o ki tu ma shi du ha
-

5 o o
P L o &) ) &

ja - ji-ju ri u na fi bu tha

o

sa - si-su L2

ga - qi-qu

ma * mi + mu

- Gee- G o - (

THE GATE

You read a mixed-vowel grid aloud with the correct vowel every time — no hesitation before the letter, and no drift toward
whichever vowel came last.

You have now finished part one, and it is worth saying what that means: you can produce every sound in the Qur'an. What you cannot do
yet is read them joined together, which is the whole of part two.
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DRILL

Three vowels, mixed

KASRAH

3 >

7 e

d

m
-
¢
o
o

S

’d

LA S L T

.
7
.
7

c ¢ : ¢ <L &t
S 2 2
| b P 2 p P 5 b 2
5 2 5 2 { 5 2 2
L L S NS S oL 5 J
p) p) ) ) p) ) » )
O ’ J 2 G e ¢ &
g )
€9 9
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DRILL - CONTINUED

Three vowels, mixed

ONE LETTER, ALL THREE

e

SN

(.\l\n

- 2
¢ &

\Gos

2 e
< < <

7

MIXED AT RANDOM no pattern to lean on

- 2
S A
2

C.

c v

s

S )

S . -
< O S

N
(o \
G

\
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Y

G

\o

G

\o

(Y
(
C

(\(,\,,
(?(‘
(\(\\

\
\o

\C
CO
/‘

(:
C.
(o

m\o

N
(
(‘\(\\a

22

<»

\'G\

\

li’\n
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DRILL - CONTINUED

Three vowels, mixed

TWO AT A TIME notwords

3 o E AV e 8 \o
\3 \ \ 2
\

o

-5

2

2

.
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p
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2
R

2
Je
7

2
2

\.\
\o

o

.

2

j.)

\ \o \o
2 \o \o \o
'i L N i \ . \W~ we \\

5

e

B

LR

B

5

-5

2

\\Cg. =

5 5
O3 A
s 2
< 2
4 4
TS S
4 2
¥ 22
oy -2
i §
5 B
B 29
Py s

&
i,\
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Joining and
reading words

Lessons six to thirteen. Part one gave you every sound
in the Qur'an. This part turns them back into reading —
and it is the part people most often rush, because the
letters feel finished and they are not.
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PART TWO - THE GATES

What you will be able to do

Eight lessons. This is the part that turns letters back into reading. Take it
slowly — it is the one people most often hurry through.

6 Name a letter in any of its four shapes, and count the letters in a word with a gap in it.
7 Read an unseen three-letter word, joined, without being prompted through it.

&8 Read all three tanwin endings, and never sound the silent seat-alif.

9 Hold a long vowel for two counts, and read the small standing alif as a full one.

10  Cutasakin letter clean, and bounce the five without adding a vowel.
11  Read aw and ay as glides rather than long vowels.

12 Hold every doubled letter, with the ghunnah passing the pinched-nose test.

O o oo o oo d

13 Read J\ correctly against unseen words, deciding from the page and not from a list.

Nothing here is a score and nothing is timed. Each line is either true yet or not true yet, and your teacher is the one who decides — not you, and not the
page.
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LESSON SIX

One leteer, four shapes

Teaches. That a letter changes shape depending on where it stands, and is still the same letter.

Lesson one gave you the letters standing alone — which is the shape they are almost never in. That is not a gap in lesson one.
Every ga‘idah begins that way, because you cannot learn a shape that is holding hands on both sides before you know the
shape itself. But it does mean a real word can arrive looking like nothing you have seen. It is not new. It is the same twenty-

eight, joined.
ALONE OPENING MIDDLE CLOSING
< - - — 7
@ = == = Jim
u” - —t w sin
C - = C ‘ayn
4 LY < Sl
( A —_— V— mim
[ A < a ha’
€3 = o &5 v

The middle shape is the one that looks unfamiliar, and it is
unfamiliar for a mechanical reason: it is the letter with its
front and back removed so it can hold hands on both sides.
Everything distinctive about it — the dots, the loop, the tail
— is still there.

SIX LETTERS NEVER JOIN TO THE LETTER AFTER THEM

IESEII
They join on the right and refuse on the left. That is why
words appear to have gaps in the middle of them, and why
you have been unable to tell where one word ends. It is not
aspace. Itisa .

THE GAP, IN REAL WORDS

N

\'\V after the » 78:6

Z or
\_;J after the_y and the > 78:24
z\ 3 .
t"_})\ after the /,J' and the 4 78:8
Z -~ 0% .
\_;t,'j\ after the /,J, land the > 78:7

One gap, then two, then three, then four.

Two things you will see before this book explains them. Many words begin | — read it as a plain alif for now; lesson thirteen is

about what it really does. And some end &, which is a h3’ wearing the two dots of a t3’; lesson fourteen gives it its name. Neither

will stop you counting letters or naming shapes today.

Out loud. Your teacher shows a letter in one of its four shapes; you name it. Then a real word, and you say how many letters are
7z Voi

in it. That second drill is what breaks the gap problem — you cannot count the letters in lq)).\ until you have stopped believing

the gaps are spaces.

THE GATE

You name any letter shown in any of its four shapes, and you correctly count the letters in a word containing a non-
connector.

THE INHERITING QA‘IDAH
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DRILL

One letter, four shapes

NAME THE LETTER, WHATEVER SHAPE IT IS IN

ALONE OPENING MIDDLE CLOSING
(- - —— [
3 . . .

- - - -
(@) -] —— [
& & & &
() - —— [

& & N oM™
T A A
SN N S B

S o o®

%
%
b
GG
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DRILL - CONTINUED

One letter, four shapes
NAME THE LETTER, WHATEVER SHAPE IT IS IN continued

ALONE OPENING MIDDLE CLOSING

.

d s = &

O ) <2 .
S 3 < &

d =) [ O—
o A - a
S = - &5
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DRILL - CONTINUED

One letter, four shapes

SHAPES OUT OF CONTEXT these are fragments, not words — just name the letter

—
-
& ® - . -

COUNT THE LETTERS — DO NOT READ THESE YET the gapsinside them are non-connectors, not spaces

o} ~or -V s 0% 0w ~00
Sy o - >,V 2|
4 9 (Gl
bl
g
o Soor sors o

o Se o 00
055 Jadl N L

o - S 00 0 s o 2o
oK JLL| oK Ch g
2 - -
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LESSON SEVEN

The first real words

Teaches. Reading a whole word, joined, unprompted.

Nine words. Every one is a real word from Juz ‘Amma, every one is exactly three letters, and every letter carries a plain short
vowel — no long vowels, no suktn, no shaddah, nothing you have not been taught. This is the first page of this book that is
actually the Qur'an.

s 77 77 7 s 77
e *
‘ J L4 )

‘abasa rafa‘a fa‘ala
80:1 79:28 89:6
77 7 s 7 7 s 7 7

. u“'\{ U\cbbo"
°
Jjama‘a kasaba hasada
104:2 111:2 113:5
s s s 2 s 2
* .'.' L 4 L 4
* u
e e 7
bakhila qutila khuliga
92:8 80:17 86:5

The small words underneath are transliterations, and they are scaffolding — cover them as soon as you can. What is above
them is the Book.

Out loud. Each word slowly, letter by letter first — @ - ba - sa— then joined at normal speed. Then the nine shuffled, and finally a
word your teacher chooses that is not on this list.

THE GATE

You read an unseen three-letter word, joined, at a normal pace, without being prompted through it letter by letter.

That gate is a milestone and it should be named as one. The certificate at the end of this book asks for exactly this against harder
material. If you can do it here, the rest of the book is detail.
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DRILL

Three letters at a time

THE NINE, SHUFFLED no transliteration this time

s B Py s 2

e e 7
.
.
.
7

NOW ONES THAT ARE NOT WORDS you cannot recognise these — you have to read them

P Y v
” o

s

O

i e

J g Nut

s oo s s oo
ey j"u J-’S
oo o

s 2 - 2 s B
: o Y

2 L 22

- 2 s S B
e Ji" J“’
- - -

s B - b s B
- - - P
s 8 s 2

B2 Js

s -
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DRILL - CONTINUED

Three letters at a time

S - 2o P 2o 2o
. < 1 L4
Sy o 2 e B
- - - - -

S 2o A S 2o
e > & > o_s

- - - - -

S - S S S s

. -”»
< 2P b e PR

- - - - -
S P P
. ”
& o B s
- - -

b S % p b2
9 5YY A - &
- 2 - -

2 s 2o S - S
> 29 25 e
- ~ - = B

P S P S S -

“ . s\ a d

B 95 < 2 30

2 - - - -

S S S
. ”o
<) )
- ~ g
REAL THREE-LETTER WORDS YOU HAVE NOT BEEN GIVEN some you will know; read them anyway rather than remembering them

s > 2 s 8 oo sos

w| o s X R .
Gl P Js e <

7 i 7

s - - s - o oo P

7
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LESSON EIGHT

Tanwin
| Teaches. The doubled vowel at the end of a word, and the silent alif that sits under one of them.

Tanwin is the short vowel written twice, and it adds an n to the end of the word. That is all it is, and it only ever happens at the
end of a word.

z

< fathatayn says -an
(- kasratayn says -in
z
4
<  dammatayn says -un

.

z 2\

The one trap. Fathatayn is almost always written on an alif — L — and that alif is silent. It is a seat for the mark, not a sound. \.\¢

is mihadan, not mihada. This catches every single beginner, and it catches them for months if nobody says it out loud.

FATHATAYN — read only the ending for now; almost all of these also carry a long vowel, which is the next lesson

z - Z or z - Z - Z - z -8 7 - 0% 2\
(e 155 Gl B L0 G0 565 1
- - - -
78:27 78:24 78:13 78:11 78:10 78:9 78:7 78:6
KASRATAYN DAMMATAYN
s s - o - § . Sa. g . - §. 2
- . S . o o 0
(}kc é'ﬁ @ /_\p gLs,u ‘)L -} ‘LQ%.“) J\D"
Z
96:2 88:7 88:6 78:29 90:20 79:12 79:8 89:25

THE GATE

You read all three tanwin endings correctly, and you never pronounce the seat-alif of fathatayn as a long vowel.
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DRILL

Tanwin

FATHATAYN ON ITS SEAT everyone ends-an; notone endsin alonga

z

-

ES’ A\N

A\Y

.

C~ A\Y

KASRATAYN

L
(N

N C
(R0

N UL
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DRILL - CONTINUED

Tanwin

DAMMATAYN

o w
(o

§ g
s
(S
§ §
s
= !

B

-
\

v

THE INHERITING QA‘IDAH

gl'\h\

5

ki~ A28

C =

B
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C

THE ONES YOU CAN READ WHOLE TODAY nearly every other tanwin word carries a long vowel, which is next lesson
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C-w

G = (\0""\
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anwin

- CONTINUED

TANWIN ON A CLOSED SYLLABLE notwords

DRILL

T

4

'y .4
B4
4/

3 \ N \
\ 3t \ R s IRY . '@. \ N
™ A\ w N N .

A\N

NV DS S

N\ e 3 \ é £ 4 \
w ) N AN
N\
N N ) \ N N «Q \
N\ \ .@ N N N\ N\

\ \ \ \
N N\ N e A\

\ \ ”Mw \ .w N
A\N ww N\ . N} N . \ ﬂ/ + )\ \

A\N
A\N » u * Y QS
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LESSON NINE

The long vowels

| Teaches. That a long vowel is its short vowel held, and the small alif that is said but not written full size.

Each short vowel has a long partner, and the long one is not a different sound. It is the same sound held for about twice as
long. Say ba, then say ba and do not stop — that is ba.

SHORT LONG MADE BY
7 7
< ba L, ba fathah followed by |
< bi bi kasrah followed by (¢
pd 52
p P
g_') bu j{ ba dammah followed by ¢

The pattern is exact: the letter that lengthens always matches the vowel before it. If they do not match, it is not a long vowel
— itis something else, and lesson eleven is about that.

IN REAL WORDS THE SMALL STANDING ALIF
202 Sometimes the alif is written as a tiny vertical stroke above
Jd kana 78:17 . . L Y
the letter instead of full size beside it — <. It is said exactly
s & like a full alif. It is not a decoration and it is not optional.
d ' 9 yaqulu S \ 2 ) Yo
- AR
, gl A a J
4.9 fihi 78:3 7839 78:29 78:39 78:37
7 Vod »
o0 You say u?)\ every day — it opens the basmalah as well as standing
\ al-azim (52 here. Now you can see why the a in the middle of it is there.
L rd
P
st‘})\: yadhaqan 78:24
P -
Oﬁ.‘}; ya/jﬂn 78:27

s Xor s

dr\&«,ﬂ saya‘lamdn 78:4

THE GATE

You hold a long vowel for about two counts — plainly longer than a short vowel, and plainly not stretched to three or four
— and you read the small standing alif as a full one.

You have just done your first piece of tajwid, and this book is not going to name it. How long a vowel is held is a measured thing with a
rule attached; the tajwid book gives it its name and its number. For now: hold it, and let your teacher tell you when the length is right.
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DRILL

Short, then long

HELD TWICE AS LONG say the short one, then the long one, back to back

7
|3

s )

(o
N N
C

" = L L

m \

\

£
G
£\
G\
5
Lo
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DRILL - CONTINUED

Short, then long

ALL THREE LENGTHENINGS the letter always matches the vowel before it

e

|y

s

THE INHERITING QA‘IDAH
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DRILL - CONTINUED

Short, then long

5

}J

%

s
e

AN

REAL WORDS

THE INHERITING QA‘IDAH
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DRILL - CONTINUED

Short, then long

THE SMALL STANDING ALIF said exactly like a full one

2 sy s 2\ 2\
- o s w.'
LS < L. e
- P - -
é. v Z\s v .\
& & o - .
Anii- L A A3
. <
rd e 7
A - Vi é§., VL 2\
s - 9
% &l 5o 5 Ldse
- -
\ EAP \ - - N oo

AND THE TANWIN WORDS FROM LAST LESSON you could not finish these before; now you can

Llde bb2 Ll % Ll
b |pnws LLs 3lae
z5 5 z -

s I

- z . 4 -

. & o e .
ﬁiv f:i‘ o 4.‘29/-\}
[ - 3 e [ -
A \ Ol )

C
&
—» =
=
e
o
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LESSON TEN

Suktin

Teaches. The mark that means no vowel here, and the five letters that bounce when it lands on them.

A sukin is a small circle above a letter — — — and it means the letter has no vowel. You say the consonant and stop; it closes

the syllable. This is what lets syllables stack into real words: | is alam, not alama.

THE PLAIN SUKUN THE FIVE THAT BOUNCE

alam 78:6 é ‘L g_') C b)

o2 When a suklin lands on one of these five, the letter cannot
VA hum e simply be stopped — it comes with a small audible rebound,
Lo like the b at the end of English cab said sharply.
rz yawma 78:17 s 3%
the (3 81:15
uaj}!\ al-arda 78:6 Tri
& the b 85:12
03 or .
)3 nawmakum 78:9 Zo -~
Lg.,,u the & 78:12

7
/ﬁjs fawqakum 78:12 o
}*ﬁ. the 78:6
o 00 * C

M\ al-fasl 78:17 0%

7
_)\ the > 79:22
[l ‘/“.
” o = d
UK kanat 78:21 o ou

the < again, at the end of the .

word

o s 00

The bounce is not a vowel. This is the whole difficulty. VAS‘ ends with a rebound on the b; it does not end in -bior -bu. If

someone can hear which vowel you added, you have added one.

THE GATE

You cut a sakin letter cleanly with no vowel leaking after it, and the five bounce audibly without picking up a vowel.
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DRILL

Suktn — the letter stops

CLOSED SYLLABLES notwords; cut the second letter clean

o

&

% o
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DRILL - CONTINUED

Sukain — the letter stops

o S oS o S
- ” o
oS o} P4

S
»

(-
&
.o

THE FIVE THAT BOUNCE and only these five

[~ d o (-3
Land
= . ¢
. s

o 7

.l::.w L}‘"' N
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DRILL - CONTINUED

Sukain — the letter stops

REAL WORDS

-

—n\

z \/oi

L5

o oo
S
o o0

Jad!

REAL WORDS WITH A BOUNCE IN THEM
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LESSON ELEVEN

The soft pairs
Teaches.;: and ;— a fathah followed by a sakin waw or ya’

Lesson nine said a long vowel needs the lengthening letter to match the vowel before it. Here they do not match, and the

or o

result is neither short nor long: it is a glide, two sounds running together. 5.is aw, asin how. _isay,asin hay.

(S

-

s or

What English will do to you. English flattens these into pure long vowels — aw becomes oh, aybecomes ey. £ is yawm, two

sounds sliding together. It is not yome. This is the commonest accent error in the recitation of English speakers, and it is invisible
to the person making it.

> &
) 2 o000 - or - oS o Z ~0% s oo o - o Soor sors o -
. 0 . ~ - 5 & . .
052 p:” £ ﬁ:’ X‘f 155! e o & L Ly )
79:17 78:39 78:17 78:12 78:9 78:7 80:7 78:29 78:37 78:12 78:10
o -

Out loud. Say each word twice — once the English way you would naturally say it, once correctly — so you can hear your own
error. That is not a joke; it is the fastest way to fix this one, because the error is inaudible to you until it is placed next to the
correct version.

THE GATE

Youread s and . astwo sounds glided together, not as single long vowels — and held to the same short length

o

throughout.
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DRILL

The soft pairs

AW two sounds glided, never 6

(< (-l
.
o (< d

o

5

AY two sounds glided, never e

N o
o\

N o
\

N o
%\

N o
\

o
o\
o
\
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Gy
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DRILL - CONTINUED
The soft pairs
ALTERNATING the ear stops predicting

[~

2

o

S

o
\

[~ g

AGAINST THE LONG VOWELS glide, then hold — they are not the same

2
Sl

\o

3

o
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DRILL - CONTINUED
The soft pairs
REAL WORDS

o 2o
N
S or00

e

-

-

s o

000

P
8331}1‘
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LESSON TWELVE

Shaddah

Teaches. One letter, written once, said twice.

w

A shaddahis a small mark above a letter — — — and it means the letter is doubled. You land on it, hold it, and release: the

first half closes the syllable before it, the second half opens the one after. English does this and never writes it. Say unnamed,
or bookkeeper— the n and the k are each held long enough to belong to both syllables. That is a shaddah.

@ - Z @ -
Vp ‘amma 78:1 ta-tb} wahhajan 78:13
@ z &
&
f‘ thumma 78:5 2 thajjajan 78:14
@ boo o
.
Q\ inna 78:17 d;.‘ al-haqq 78:39
£
"

s W
K kalla 784 &k y rabbika %6:1

P
é.@;- Jahannama 78:21
SHADDAH WITH TANWIN — double the letter, then add the n AND ONE TO LISTEN TO RATHER THAN ANALYSE
-2 .- @ T & -
& bt .
‘f'” L ol >
. £
99:8 (8315 78:17 78:21 78:1

On J and £ doubling produces a held sound that runs through the nose. That nasal hold has a name — ghunnah — and it is the

one technical term this book uses, because there is no plainer English for it and you will need the word. Pinch your nose and say
r;. If nothing changes, it is not there.

THE GATE

You audibly hold every doubled letter, and the ghunnah on O and ¢ passes the pinched-nose test.
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DRILL

Shaddah — said twice

LAND, HOLD, RELEASE notwords

'C\

S

€\
\

(~*

C-=a
=

THE INHERITING QA‘IDAH

e~ €
\ —

\

\zG‘ £
=

\ (z~ €

z(;\‘f\

w

(e s
—\

b=
—\

€\

e~
—_\

51

(S €\
=

* &\

€\

C(y
==X

G:a
—\

X
@
)
]
Ly
o)

€\

€\
\

v

G .
—_— \

€\

LESSON 12



DRILL - CONTINUED

Shaddah — said twice

bs & s &s
d s ds & s
l & Lo
&s %; s
Ll Y =)
& s "y &s
& f‘ Ll

=\
e
\o

(*

C. 13

WITH AND WITHOUT the difference has to be audible

C-=a
—_— \
C,
(o
—_—\

€\

—\

Ji .

‘ €\
—\

€\

\
\
\

v
v
Q.
—\

THE GHUNNAH LETTERS pinch your nose — it should change

L
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DRILL - CONTINUED
Shaddah — said twice

REAL WORDS

@ .- & o Lod o - o
* oo v 4l
@’ %o i P

fi 'Y Lg./l\S\ L..J\
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LESSON THIRTEEN

J! — the sun and the moon

Teaches. The definite article — the — which begins a very large share of the words in the Qur'an, and behaves two
different ways.

J! on the front of a word is the. Its alif is a starter: you pronounce it when you begin speaking there, and skip straight over it

when you are continuing from the word before. The lam is the interesting half — sometimes you say it and sometimes it
vanishes into the next letter, and the page tells you which, every time.

WHAT YOU SEE WHAT YOU DO
A sukan on the lam — J Say the lam amoon letter follows
No sukiln on the [am, and a shaddah on the next letter Skip the lam; double the next letter a sun letter follows

You do not have to memorise which fourteen letters are which. You have to look at the lam. Checked against every
definite-article word in Juz ‘Amma, this holds without exception.

MOON — THE LAM IS SAID SUN — THE LAM GOES; THE NEXT LETTER DOUBLES

) Lod o

. _ -
\ al-azim 78:2 d?)‘ ar-rahman 78:37
i
e
Z

- 0% o0 i
wJY\ al-ard 78:6 u‘ an-naba’ 78:2
gn
) s Ao
M\ al-fasl 78:17 )LV’H an-nahar 78:11
7
P - &
du.\ a[-jiba'/ 78:20 Jraj‘ as-sar 78:18
./. 7
S o000 —_— & o
C):” al-yawm 78:39 i ‘ as-sama’ 78:19
° 00 BN
3 J.l\ al-mar’ 78:40 C, | ar-rah 78:38
\ o oo )
J\Q\ al-kubra 79:20 I an-nas 832
€5, g

One case that looks like an exception and is not. When the word itself begins with d, the article's lam and the word's lam are

written as a single lam carrying the shaddah — there is no sukiin and no separate doubled letter, because the doubled letter isthe
[@am.

To s G - oo G0
- .o ;\S
R

~ - -
89:8 83:2 78:10 78:3

Read alladhi, al-layl. These are among the most frequent words in the Qur'an, so they are worth
recognising on sight.

THE GATE

You read J! correctly against unseen words, both ways, deciding from the page — and you start and continue the alif

correctly.
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DRILL

Sun and moon, unsorted

DECIDE FROM THE LAM no list to remember — the mark on the page tells you

f 0% o0 oW o
2! o))
o 00 sw
o %
3 o000 - oo
o Ji
o000 b 5
21 JA|
s 00 Ve o
5 pld| & gomad|
S i/ @

S SSA
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DRILL - CONTINUED

Sun and moon, unsorted

THE SAME WORDS AGAIN, SHUFFLED

€\

2\;3\ | i.aliﬁ

-
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PART THREE

Reading tluency

Lessons fourteen to sixteen. You can read a marked
word. This part is about the mushaf's own
conventions, what a word does when you stop on it,
and then reading things you have never seen — which
is the certificate.

THE INHERITING QA‘IDAH

PART THREE



PART THREE - THE GATES

What you will be able to do

Three lessons, and the last one is the certificate. Nothing in it is withheld
from you until the day — you have been reading its pieces since lesson

one.
14  Read aline carrying a round circle, a standing alif and a tied t3> — sounding only what is there. L]
15  Stop correctly on any word your teacher chooses, without being told what the ending does. L]

16  Read unseen text aloud: joining the letters, sounding them from their places, stopping correctly, and reading L]
without prompting.

Nothing here is a score and nothing is timed. Each line is either true yet or not true yet, and your teacher is the one who decides — not you, and not the
page.
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LESSON FOURTEEN

What is written and not said

Teaches. Three conventions of the mushaf that make a word look different from how it sounds.

Everything so far has been read exactly as marked. There are three places where the page and the sound part company — and
all three are marked systematically, so once you know the sign there is nothing left to guess.

1-THE ALIF THAT IS WRITTEN AND NEVER SAID

A small round circle above an alif — | — means the letter is not pronounced at all. Ever. Not when you stop, not when you

continue. Reading it aloud is simply an error. It turns up mostly on the alif that follows a plural verb ending in waw.

o 2o o Ao o 2 o A S o Sw - o b~
1y 2 Tpele )6 15,0 1,8, T56
84:22 83:29 79:12 78:30 78:28 78:27
There are sixty-one of these in Juz ‘Amma. Once you have seen the circle three times you will never read one again.
2 - THE ALIF THAT IS SAID AND BARELY WRITTEN o .
3 - THE TIED TA> — &
The reverse case, from lesson nine: the small standing stroke
\ . . . . . op
o, said as a full long . A » with two dots above it. While you are continuing it is a t.
It becomes an h when you stop on it, which is the next
\. 2 .\ Ve ) l
- st . esson.
Al L ey o)
- e e 2
§ 7 7
7839  78:29 78:39 78:37 .o .
4.49-\ | 9 wajifatun 79:8
7
Round circle: written, not said. Small stroke: said, not iz
. . . w
written. They are opposites and they look nothing alike, so 5 Kkarratun —
the only way to confuse them is never to have been told.
g 70 7
S f) zajratun 79:13
é.
3 N tadhkiratun 80:11
7
;00
:C.;.‘ al-jannata 79:41
o
s ! humazatin 104:1

z

One mark in your mushaf that is not in this book. Open it at almost any tanwin word and you will find a small mim tucked under
or over the ending, or the two strokes of the tanwin set out of line with each other. It is an instruction to the reciter about the niin
sound the tanwin carries — the second book's whole middle section. It is not a letter and there is nothing in it for you to read, so it
has been left out here rather than left in to be puzzled over. Nothing else in this book has been changed from the mushaf.

THE GATE

You read a line containing a round-circle alif, a small standing alif and a tied ta> — without stumbling, and without

pronouncing what is not there.
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DRILL

Written, and not said

THE ROUND CIRCLE thealifis not pronounced. Ever.

0 2 -

16

S

I

g_}//,a
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o &b B

| 5406

o A row

| JET

° /‘/
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o F oS

\)if}i

THE SMALL STANDING ALIF said, thoughitis barely written

z ‘/oi

> )

2V os

L/

Ne . o2
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DRILL - CONTINUED

Written, and not said

THE TIED TA’ atwhileyou carry on

ALL THREE, MIXED nothing announced

THE INHERITING QA‘IDAH

61

mUa.H

el

s 70 0

J,eu-\

5/0 e

o)

LESSON 14



DRILL - CONTINUED

Written, and not said

LONGER ONES the same three conventions, in words with more in them

) \
& w v 0 Soo
M C)j.a.’.l\
rd rd rd 7
o S S No . 0%
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LESSON FIFTEEN

Stopping

Teaches. What happens to the end of a word when you stop on it.

Every word so far has been read in its continuing form. But you have to breathe, and the Qur'an is read in phrases — which
means most words you read aloud are read at a stop. The rule underneath all of it is one sentence: you do not stop on a

vowel. Whatever the last mark is, it goes quiet.

1-ASHORT VOWEL AT THE END SIMPLY DROPS

4. ¢ o~ 2
ahadun ahad
a4 . o -~
¥ ¥
J J
narun nar
o 0 6 o o0
Jadl Ladl
7
al-fasli al-fasl

2 - DAMMATAYN AND KASRATAYN DROP WITH IT

4. ol

-”

karratun karrah
b ° s
. -

Ze )

== c z

dariin dari*

Case three feels backwards, and it is worth saying why it
is not: the alif was always there. While you continue, the -
an ending covers it. When you stop, the ending goes and the
alifis what is left.

3 - FATHATAYN IS THE EXCEPTION — IT BECOMES A LONG A

2\

e

mihadan

bardan
z -
v I
sirajan

4 - THE TIED TA> BECOMES A HA®

o
o}:”
z

humazatin

tadhkiratun

AND THE BOUNCE COMES BACK

mihada
ra-Id
‘ S

barda

siraja
or 2

o

humazah

tadhkirah

If the letter you stop on is one of the five from lesson ten, it bounces —
and at a stop the bounce is bigger than it was mid-word.

s o7 7

‘."" &

80:26

e 7 0o
g_.,&.)\

79:17

0
One last sign — the oval zero. A small oval above an alif — | — is the mirror of the round one: said only when you stop, and

0%

skipped when you continue. It occurs exactly twice in the whole of Juz Amma, and both are the same word — G| at 79:24 and

109:4. Continuing, it is ana, short. Stopping on it gives ana.

THE GATE

You stop correctly on any word your teacher chooses — including a fathatayn and a tied ta’ — without being told what the

ending does.
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DRILL

Stop on every one

READ EACH WORD AS THOUGH A BREATH ENDED THERE the continuing form is printed; you say the stopping form

DAMMATAYN AND KASRATAYN

8a.
-
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°¥

e
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z

FATHATAYN the one that becomes a long a

THE TIED TA’ becomesaha
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DRILL - CONTINUED

Stop on every one

AND A BOUNCE AT THE END

2

W o o

oy

Le

e

ANYTHING AT ALL everyone of these is a word you could have to stop on
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LESSON SIXTEEN

Unseen

Teaches. Nothing new. This lesson is the certificate.

Every lesson before this one taught a piece. This one asks you to read text you have never seen, with no piece announced in
advance — which is a different skill from knowing all the pieces, and the only skill anybody outside this class can actually
observe.

Five rungs, easiest first. You move up when a rung is comfortable, not merely possible. Each is read cold: your teacher
chooses the passage, you have not drilled it, and nobody tells you what is in it.

RUNG WHAT IT IS WHAT IT ADDS
1 Theshortsirahs at the very end of the juz Short ayat, frequent stops, familiar sound
2 Short stirahs you do not already know by heart Removes memory as a crutch
3 Mid-length strahs from the middle of the juz Longer breath units, stops chosen mid-ayah
4 The opening of the juz — an-Naba’, an-Nazi‘at Longer ayat, denser vocabulary
5 Anunseen page from outside Juz ‘Amma Proves it was reading, not familiarity with one juz

Rung two is the honest one. Most people who pray already know the last ten stirahs by heart. Reading them from the page looks
like reading and can be almost entirely recall. A stirah you have never memorised is the first time you find out where you actually
are. Expect it to feel like a step backwards. It is not.

THE GATE — AND THIS ONE IS THE CERTIFICATE

You read unseen text aloud before your teacher: joining the letters, sounding them from their places,

sropping COTT(’C[[)J, d'HC{ I‘Cddii'lg wir/mur pTO”lpl'l.H.g.

That is the wording on the Qa‘idah certificate, and it has been the destination since lesson one. Nothing has been withheld and there is
no final exam you have not seen — the gate at the end of every lesson in this book was a piece of this sentence.

What comes next. The tajwid book. You can read; that book is about reading correctly — the articulation points in full, the
lengthenings by their measure, and the rulings of niin and mim. Several things this book made you do without naming
them get their names there, and the first thing you will find is that you have been doing tajwid since lesson nine.
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DRILL

Read it whole

FIVE SURAHS, ENTIRE nothing here is drilled anywhere else in this book
Sarat al-‘Asr
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Sarat al-Ikhlas
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DRILL - CONTINUED
Read it whole
Stirat al—Falaq

= o) Al e
‘/ww,a w - y o s // w - s s ow s s o W /;‘ S ot
d@d\ﬁy)@w}\a\wb “ :

/}o,a

Stirat an-Nas

& or WOoo - @ o P . P o 8
@q"uff%‘ o2 O g yse S Urgs

Stop at the end of every ayah. Then read all five again, stopping only where your teacher tells you to — which will not be where the ayat end. That is the
difference between reciting and reading.
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APPENDIX A

The lecters that are read by name

| Not part of the course. Nothing in this appendix appears anywhere in Juz ‘Amma, which is why it is not a lesson.

It is here because the moment you finish this book you will open the mushaf at page one, and the first thing you meet after al-

Fatihah is this:

Twenty-nine sirahs open with a short run of disconnected letters. They are read by name, one letter at a time — never

joined into a word, never read as sou nds.-;\ is read alif - [am - mim. It is not read alam.

They are letters, not a word. You are not failing to see a
word. There is no word there.

Most of them are held long. Every one of these names
except alifcontains a long vowel, and in these openings that
vowel is held — noticeably longer than an ordinary long
vowel. Alifis the exception and is said short, because its
name has no long vowel in it.

The measure of that hold is a tajwid matter and the tajwid book gives it its number. For now, knowing that they are read by
name and that most are stretched is enough to read the first line of al-Bagarah without stopping — which is the entire

purpose of this page.
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SO
The Inheriting Qa‘idah

Written for whoever cannot read it yet — the child at the
beginning, and the person who has prayed for years and never
learned. There is no shame in starting here. It is where
everyone starts.

THE TEXT

Every Arabic word used as drill material is a real word from Juz
‘Amma, cited to the ayah it comes from and set from the Uthmani
text rather than transcribed by hand.

THE TYPE

Amiri for the Arabic, Cormorant Garamond and Source Sans for the
English — the same faces the rest of Inheriting Islam is set in. Live
type throughout, not a scan of anybody's book.

WHAT IT IS NOT

Not a translation, not a tajwid manual, and not an ijazah. It teaches
you to read. The second book teaches you to read correctly.

Hafidth Hamza Abdul-Tawwaab
Inheriting Qur'an - hamza@inheritingislam.com - (470) 404-0648
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